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Warsaw, 28 February 2023
Press release
[bookmark: _Hlk105326993]Interactions/Integrations: Survivors
– on the refugee experience
workshops:
Teatr Powszechny im. Zygmunta Hübnera (11–12 March)
concert and lecture:
POLIN Museum of the History of Polish Jews (12 March)
On Saturday and Sunday, 11–12 March, Warsaw will host the events of the international Interactions/Integrations project carried out by Sinfonia Varsovia and K&M FEST in Stavanger. The program will feature: a comics workshop for teenagers with the refugee experience with Jeanine El Khawand, and a concert featuring music by 20-century composers of Jewish descent, combined with a lecture by Mona Levin on the wartime stories of selected Norwegian expatriate musicians. The events will be held in cooperation with Teatr Powszechny and the POLIN Museum of the History of Polish Jews.
The March module of the Interactions/Integrations project titled “Survivors” will deal with the topic of exile. On 12 March at 6:00 PM, the POLIN Museum of the History of Polish Jews will host a concert entitled In Exile – Wartime Stories of Norwegian and Polish Composers. It will feature music by composers of Jewish descent whose lives were marked by anti-Semitic migration – Issay Dobrowen (Élegie for piano and Märchen and Mélodie hébraïque for violin and piano), Ernest Bloch (Nigun from Baal Shem for violin and piano), Mieczysław Weinberg (excerpts from String Trio, Op. 48), and Paweł Klecki (excerpts from String Trio, Op. 29). Free admission. The program will feature Polish and Norwegian musicians: Laurens Weinhold, Adam Siebers (violins), Tomasz Rosiński (viola), Mateusz Błaszczak (cello), Sveinung Bjelland (piano).
The evening event will also feature a lecture with memoirs by journalist, writer, actress, and theater critic Mona Levin (born 1939), whose family suffered persecution after the Nazis invaded Norway during World War II. The lecture Dramatic Lives: Norwegian Jewish Musicians will tell the stories of Norwegian musicians of Jewish descent, such as Issay Dobrowen, Ernst Glaser, and Robert Levin. The lecture will be held in English, but the text in Polish will also be available at the event.
On the weekend of 11–12 March, the workshop will take place at Teatr Powszechny in Warsaw. The two-day session Express Yourself Through Drawing will be run by Lebanese-born Jeanine El Khawand (b. 1985), a visual artist, illustrator, animator, and comic book writer. She is the author of The Good Innvandrer (The Good Immigrant), a comic series that playfully deals with issues of intercultural relations and feelings of alienation as an immigrant. Her artwork won the first prize in the Norwegian comic strip competition (Stripseriekonkurransen 2020). The workshop is aimed at refugee teenagers aged 12–16 are invited to participate in the workshop. The application form along with the terms and conditions of participation is available on the project website. The goal of the workshop is to allow participants to express their difficult experiences through art (drawing) and provides space to process them. The workshop will be held in English.
Interactions/Integrations
The events held on 11–12 March are part of the international project Interactions/Integrations carried out by Sinfonia Varsovia in cooperation with K&M FEST in Stavanger. Its mission is to use art in social integration processes as well as to work out specific, model solutions in this regard. The project includes a series of concerts, workshops, local initiatives, and research studies in Poland and Norway. It is aimed at new audiences, with particular emphasis on groups at risk of cultural, social, and economic exclusion. The project is co-financed by the European Economic Area Financial Mechanism for 2014–2021 as part of the “Culture” program.
For more information on the events of 11–12 March, please visit the project website:
· Chamber music concert and lecture: Comic strips: express yourself through drawing. Two-day workshop with Jeanine El Khawand - EOG (interakcje-integracje.pl)
· Comics workshop: In exile – wartime stories of Norwegian and Polish composers - EOG (interakcje-integracje.pl)
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